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INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE 


The United States Travel Service, in an effort to more effectively 
supply travel data to the industry, has prepared a monthly analysis 
of foreign visitor arrivals to the United States. 


OBJECTIVES 


Specifically, the report was designed to meet the following 
objectives: 


(1) Assimilation of available travel market data from 
other U.S. Government agencies, government tourist 
offices of other countries, and international travel 
associations. 


(2) Analysis of statistical material highlighting trends 
and significant events. 


METHODOLOGY, SCOPE, LIMITATIONS 


rd 


(1) Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. 


Data on arrivals are based upon Immigration and 
Naturalization Service tabulations of Forms I-94, 

a document which visitors to the United States 

are required to complete. In addition, tabulations 
of Forms SW-434 are included in the figures for 
Mexico so as to reflect all visitors from Mexico, 
excluding border crossers. Data on Canadian arrivals 
are provided by Statistics Canada. 


The business category includes B-1 visa holders. 

The pleasure category includes B-2 visa holders. 

The transit category includes C-l (aliens in 

transit) visa holders and C-4 (transit without visa) 
holders. The student group includes F-1 and F-2 
(students and their families) visa holders. The 
categories reflect the definition of a "tourist" 

as defined by the official governmental tourist organ- 
ization, the International Union of Official Travel 
Organizations and by the tourism committee of Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development. 


(2) International Travel Market of Selected Countries 


Data for this section are the result of many contributors, 
primarily international organizations such as the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the Inter- 
national Union of Official Travel Organizations (IUOTO), the 
United States Travel Service (USTS) both here and abroad, and 
national tourist offices of various foreign governments. In 
addition, data from private industry studies on tourism are 
included in this publication. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 


We hope that the users of this information will keep USTS 
informed of its usefulness. We would appreciate any 

comments on either the form or content of the data and any 
suggestions on how USTS might improve its data and analytical 
services to the industry. 


This month's issue does not include the special analysis section 
which usually appears at the end of each monthly publication. The 
inclusion of this section, which presents highlights of selected 
major tourism research subjects, will begin again in the September 
1976 issue of this report. 


FOREIGN VISITOR 


ARRIVALS TO THE U.S. 


Highlights of Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the United States -- 
July and First 7 Months of 1976 


Summary 


July 1976 saw international travel to the U.S. increase significantly over 
the level recorded during the same period of 1975. Arrivals from Canada, 
Mexico, and overseas countries during this month totaled 2,525,696, 
reflecting a 12.8% rise over the July 1975 volume. 


The July arrival figures bring the 7-month total to 9,937,290, representing 
an 11.2% increase over the same 1975 time span. 


Table 1 
Arrivals to the U.S. 


July 1976/1975 


July 1976 July 1975 % Change 
Overseas 568,526 439,820 we eS 
Mexico 249,755 261,281 ey lh, 
Canada 1,707,415 1,538,154 + 11.0 
TOTAL 2,525,696 7D SPS YS) 5 DSYS) + 12.8 


During July, a month which witnessed attractions from both the U.S. 
Bicentennial celebrations and the Olympic games in Montreal, Canadian 
arrivals to the U.S. numbered 1.7 million, constituting an 11% increase 
over the July 1975 figure. 


Mexican travel to the U.S., on the other hand, declined 4.4% from the 
July 1975 volume. While it is felt that the increased cost of obtaining 
and/or renewing passports in Mexico may have been partially responsible 
for this curtailment in Mexican arrivals, it should also be noted that 
July 1975 was an atypically high travel month for visiting Mexicans, 
with arrivals increasing 22% over the 1974 July level. 


July was an exceptionally favorable travel period for foreign visitors 
from overseas countries, with a 29.3% increase in arrivals being recorded. 
As has been the case in previous months of 1976, travel rose significantly 
from all major geographic areas in July. 


European arrivals continued to demonstrate a strong upswing in numbers, 
increasing 34.4% in July. This increase was largely the result of rising 
travel volumes from the three major European markets: United Kingdon, 

up 21.7%; West Germany, up 17.5%; and France, up 59.2%. Other European 
nations also sending increased numbers of travelers to the U.S. during 
July were: Sweden, up 75.4%; Belgium, up 72.5%; Switzerland, up 60.9%; 
Italy, up 42.2%; and the Netherlands, up 18.9%. 


Asian arrivals, reflecting the largest monthly increase in travel to the 

U.S. thus far in 1976, rose 22.3% above the July 1975 total. Possibly 

as a result of the increased attraction of the U.S. Bicentennial celebrations 
in July, the volume of Japanese arrivals was 5.4% ahead of the same 1975 
total, representing only the second such monthly rise this year. 


Examining the level of travel to the U.S. from other selected countries 

in July, increases were recorded for visitation from Australia, up 47.5%, 
and Venezuela, up 40.1%. Conversely, foreign arrivals from Brazil declined 
(-19.6%), for the first time this year, apparently as a result of the 
imposition of the Brazilian Decree to restrict international travel from 
that country. 


First 7 Months 1976 
Through July 1976, total international travelers to the U.S. from Canada, 
Mexico, and overseas countries numbered 9,937,290, representing an 11.2% 
increase over the comparable 1975 period. 
Table 2 
Arrivals to the U.S. 


First 7 Months 1976/1975 


First 7 Months 1976 First 7 Months 1975 % Change 


Overseas 2. 4ien032 2,047,147 + 21.07 

Mexico 1,197,976 1,236,564 =P Sal: 

Canada 6,261,282 5,656, 734 + 10.7 
TOTAL 9,937,290 8,940,445 + 11.2 


Canadian arrivals to the U.S. during the first 7 months of 1976 totaled 
nearly 6.3 million, constituting a 10.7% increase over the 1975 7-month 
total. 


Mexican travel decreased 3.1% during the January through July period, 
reflecting the declines experienced in four of the months under 
consideration. 


Foreign arrivals to the U.S. from overseas countries showed a notable 
21.0% improvement over the 1975 period, with travel from all major 
geographic areas increasing during the first 7 months of 1976. 


The level of European travel to the U.S. during this 7-month time span 
exhibited a 29.5% increase over the comparable period in 1975. Larger 
volumes of foreign travelers to this country were recorded from the major 
European nations during the first 7 months of 1976: United Kingdom, up 
23.1%; West Germany, up 22.6%; and France, up 44.7%. Other European 
nations supplying larger numbers of foreign visitors to the U.S. during 
this period were: Italy, up 38.3%; the Netherlands, up 27.2%; Switzerland, 
up 31.8%; Sweden, up 40.7%; and Belgium, up 39.7%. 


Asian travel to the U.S. on the whole increased 6.5% during the first 7 
months of 1976, despite a 5.8% decline in Japanese arrivals, the largest 
single source of Asian travel to this country. 


With respect to travel to the U.S. from other selected countries during 
the January through July period, increases were recorded for arrivals 
from: Australia, up 42.8%; Brazil, up 17.7%; and Venezuela, up 47.4%. 
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Highlights of Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. by Mode of Transport -- 
July and First 7 Months 1976 


July 1976 


During July of this year, over 2.5 million foreign visitors from Canada, 
Mexico, and overseas countries traveled to the U.S., a 12.8% gain over last 
Seliv"s total. 


As Table 10 indicates, over 1.7 million (69.1%) of these international 
visitors during July traveled to the U.S. utilizing some type of land 
transportation, and 703,432 (27.9%) came by air. 


The volume of air travel to the U.S. from other nations during July 
increased significantly--by 28.3% over the July 1975 level (See Table 12.). 
Land travel was also up this July, by 9.2%, despite a substantial drop in 
land travel to the U.S. by Mexican visitors. Air travel from Mexico, on 
the other hand, rose a noteable 42.2% during this month. 


TABLE 10 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. by Mode of Transportation 


sualisye i976 
Air Sea Land Total 
Canada 126 ,626 715334 109455 L707 (405 
Mexico 77,402 666 WN 7/AL (eKsiZ/ 249,755 
Overseas 499 ,404 get 63731 568,526 


TOTAL 703 ,432 Ui seh 1,744,873 23 3)29),,096 


First 7 Months 1976 


During the first 7 months of this year, total international visitor 
arrivals to the U.S. numbered over 9.9 million, representing an 11.2% 
increase over the comparable period in 1975. 


As shown in Table 11, foreign visitors traveling to the U.S. by some 
sort of land transportation accounted for nearly 5.9 million, or 59.1%, 
of the total number of international arrivals during this 7-month period. 
Air travel was utilized by almost 3.9 million, or 39.2%, of the foreign 
visitors traveling to this country during the first 7 months of 1976. 
This share was up from the 36.3% recorded for foreign air travelers 

to the U.S, during the comparable 1975 period. 
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The volume of Mexican visitors to the U.S. utilizing air transportation 
showed the largest percentage increase in this mode--a 37.0% rise (See 
Table 13%): 


TABLE 11 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. by Mode of Transportation 
First 7 Months 1976 


Air Sea Land Total 
Canada i; 3115528 1215365 4,828,389 6,261,282 
Mexico 2965037 6,707 895 , 232 Ly, LO, O76 


Overseas 2,286,099 42,862 149,071 2,41 8,052 
TOTAL 3,893,664 170,934 Di, O12 1092 9,937,290 
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STATISTICAL TABLES 


ARRIVALS TO THE U.S. BY MODE OF TRANSPORT 
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Highlights of Travel Between the U.S. and Canada 
First 7 Months 1976 


During the first 7 months of 1976, nearly 6.3 million Canadian citizens 
visited the U.S., 10.7% more than during the comparable 1975 period. Of 

the total number of arrivals, 71% came by automobile; 21% came by air; and 
6% came by bus. Canadians arriving by sea transportation were the only 
group which recorded a smaller volume during the first 7 months of this than 
during the same period in 1975. (See Table 14.). 


U.S. citizen departures to Canada during the January through July period 
totaled nearly 6.9 million, constituting a 6.6% decline from the level 
recorded during the first 7 months of 1975. It was expected that the Olympic 
Games in Montreal during July would cause American travel to Canada to 
increase significantly during this month; however, U.S. departures to 

Canada were actually down 3.7% during July. The drop may be in part due 

to the effects of the U.S. Bicentennial celebrations, which also occurred 

in July and may have encouraged American citizens to remain in the U.S. 

(See Table 18.) 


Of the total number of U.S. citizen departures to Canada during the first 
7 months of this year, 75% went by automobile; 12% went by air transportation; 
and 6% went by bus. (See Table 15.) 
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STATISTICAL TABLES 


CANADIAN TRAVEL TO THE U.S. 
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